Update on the marriage certificate by Thorsell, Elisabeth
Swedish American Genealogist
Volume 33 | Number 3 Article 11
9-1-2013
Update on the marriage certificate
Elisabeth Thorsell
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.augustana.edu/swensonsag
Part of the Genealogy Commons, and the Scandinavian Studies Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by Augustana Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Swedish American
Genealogist by an authorized editor of Augustana Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@augustana.edu.
Recommended Citation
Thorsell, Elisabeth (2013) "Update on the marriage certificate," Swedish American Genealogist: Vol. 33 : No. 3 , Article 11.
Available at: https://digitalcommons.augustana.edu/swensonsag/vol33/iss3/11
Marriage certificate, found at the Swedish Consulate in Chicago - a follow-up
In SAG 2013/2 on p. 4 there was a
picture of a marriage certificate for
Otto Persson and his bride Emma
Johnson of Rockford, Illinois.
Now SAG reader Ted Rosvall has
found obituaries for both Otto and
Emma on GenealogyBank.com.
In the obituary for Otto it is
mentioned that he died 1942 July 13
at the Billings Memorial Hospital in
Chicago, after having been hospital-
ized for almost a month.
Otto was born in 1877 Apr. 9 in
Visby, Sweden, according to his
obituary, which is wrong. It turns out
that the date was correct, but he was
not born on Gotland.
He was actually born at Fiskars
bruk in Finland, where his family
lived for a couple of years before
moving to Stenkyrka parish on the
island of Gotland. Otto's father was
the farmer Per Andersson (b. 1846
Sep.l in Svedala (Skan.). Otto's
mother was Anna Johanna Olivia
Funk (b. 1850 Apr. 30 in Stenkyrka).
Son Otto Johan Thedor left his
home in 1896 Sep. 18 for North Amer-
ica.
In 1901 Apr. 9 Otto came back to
his father's home with his own fam-
ily: his wife and the oldest daughter
Florence Loretta. There is a long note
in the Forsamlingsbok, that Otto and
Emma had been married by Pastor
Leafgren in the Swedish Free
Church in Rockford, which is what it
says on their marriage certificate.
They only stayed for a year, and
went back to America on 1902 Mar.
21, with tickets for Chicago. By then
daughter #2, Bertha Ottilia Johanna,
had been born on 1902 Jan. 6 in Sten-
kyrka.
From now on they stayed in Rock-
ford for the rest of their lives. Otto
used the surname Pearson, as his
father's first name was Per. His
younger brother Oscar kept the An-
derson name. Oscar left Visby on
1909 Oct. 13 with a ticket for Rock-
ford.
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The left-hand side of Stenkyrk AIIa:l:8, which shows Otto and his family and the
various places they were born.
TTze right-hand side of the same page, which shows the note of the marriage of Otto
and Emma, and when they left for America again.
Alma Sofia, (b. 1878 Dec.24, died
1879 Jan. 21.). Next they had another
Alma Sofia (b. 1880 Sep. 16).
On 1881 May 13 they left their
home and went to Goteborg. They left
the port on May 20 with tickets for
New York.
Emma Mathilda's family
As seen on the picture above, Emma
was born 1877 May 10 in Ludvika,
at a place called Finnaset. Her fa-
ther was the laborer Joel Johansson,
(b. 1847 Apr. 29 in Hallestad [Ostg.]).
Her mother was Johanna Sofia Ris-
berg (b. 1853 Dec. 1 in Ludvika). Joel
and Johanna also had a daughter
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